
The holiday newspaper 
issue is here! Everybody is 
excited for the upcoming 
week long break. In this 
special issue we will be 
talking about the Thanks-

giving Day Parade, top 
holiday songs,  upcoming 
events, the Halloween con-
test winners, the tree 
lighting, and so much 
more. There is something 

for everyone so we hope 
you enjoy. 

Happy holidays, 

The Newsie Team 

If you ever have a free day 
during the break try these 
ideas for a fun day in New 
York City! 

Rockefeller Center Tree 
Lighting - On November 
30th an enormous Norway 
Spruce was lit with 30,000 
LED lights, that stretched 
out to be about 5 miles 
long. It was topped with a 
Swarovski crystal star. It 
was then celebrated with 
performances from Justin 
Bieber and special guests 
However, this tree is still 
lit and is quite the sight. I 

recommend making this a 
stop in your day. 

Rockefeller Center Skating 
Rink - Right below the 
enormous tree is an ice 
rink. Give it a shot for a 
wintry experience! 

Hot Cocoa - For a sip of 
chocolate delights, stop at 
Serendipity 3 on 225 East 
60th Street. 

Gingerbread -  Ready for 

that holiday cookie? Stop 
at Paris Commune 99 
Bank St., at Greenwich St. 
New York, NY 

 

Macy’s Windows - Stop at 
Macy’s to check out an 
amazing holiday window 
display! You will follow a 
holiday story by looking at 
the elaborate windows. 

Ball Drop - In Times 
Square on New Year’s Eve, 
the new year is rung in 
with performances by sev-
eral superstars. Then, 
there is a 10 second count-
down and at midnight the 
ball is dropped. This is 
your last chance to see the 
2011 ball. Then tune in to 
any major network to 
watch the 2012 ball drop.  
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Holiday in the City 

By: Caitlin 

I have survived the first 
marking period so far as 
class president and I haven’t 
missed a single meeting yet. 
The students requested a 
holiday movie as an upcom-
ing event, so the student 
government began prepara-
tion for it as soon as the idea 
came up. As a result, the 
student government was 
able to bring the idea to life. 
The movie night took place 

on Friday, December 16th 
in the school’s media cen-
ter with popcorn provided 
as well as pretzels and 
drinks. Most of the stu-
dents came dressed in pa-
jamas and a pillow in hand 
and we provided the rest. 
It was truly a magical and 
entertaining night watch-
ing The Nightmare Before 

Christmas in authentic 

dress with official movie 

refreshments in hand. 

Besides the movie night, 
Mr. Capuano approved the 
idea of doing a talent 
show, which we will hope-
fully discuss in more detail 
at a future meeting. Once 
we are done with the 
movie night, I believe our 
next major topic is a 
dance/game night, that we 
will discuss in further de-
tail at future meetings as  

From the President’s Desk 
By: Sean 

well. The students have 
also requested a no-
homework day which has 
been approved and should 
take place sometime soon. 
With our first major ac-
complishment and so many 
more approaching in the 
near future, the student 
government is looking 
forward to continuing a 
very productive school 
year! 
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Mom’s Gift (under $20)                       

Bath and Body Works mini gift 
sets. 
Mom’s Gift (splurge)               

Kodak EasyShare LCD Digital Pic-
ture Frame from Brookstone to fill 
with your favorite family pictures.                   
Dad’s gift (under $20)          Knit 

Reinforced Touch Gloves from 
Kohl’s, made for using touch screen 
devices. 

Dad’s gift (splurge)                       

A GPS system— try Best Buy.    
Bro’s gift (under $20)  Hand warm-

ers Grabber Warmers Excursion 
Pack REI.com 
Bro’s gift (splurge)     Beats by Dr. 

Dre, over-ear or in-ear. 
Sister’s gift (under $20) Gift card 

to iTunes, Target, Walmart, Sephora 
etc. 
                                                       

Sister’s gift (splurge)                         

Uggs (slippers, boots, sneakers, etc.)  
Grandma’s gift (under $20) A photo al-

bum full of family pictures from Michael’s. 
Grandma’s gift (splurge) Sharper Image 

MSG-F110 Foot Massager from Macy’s. 
Grandpa’s gift (under $25)American Rag 

Shirt Flannel Plaid Shirt from Macy’s. 
Grandpa’s gift (splurge)- Philips Norelco 

Senso Touch Razor from Macy’s. 

Holiday Buyer’s Guide 

By: Rose 

have developed a good sense of the 
art form, and you are seeking to ex-
pand your ability, it’s time to find a 
mentor. At this stage, you can learn 
individually or in a group setting. At 
this point, it’s important to find a 
magic club to join, such as the Soci-
ety of American Magicians (S.A.M.), 
The Society of Young Magicians 
(S.Y.M.), The International Magi-
cians Society (I.M.S.), or The Inter-
national Brotherhood of Magicians 
(I.B.M). Once a member of one of 
these clubs, you should then begin to 

How to become a magician- For 
me, my interest in magic began with 
a Cape Cod magician named Paul 
Marcus Earle at the age of two, 
thanks to my mom’s efforts to bring 
me to his shows. You don’t have to 
start out as early as I did, though. 
Most people are inspired by magic 
between the ages of seven and fifteen. 
For example, my magic mentor, 
Jimmy Challes of Nutley, New Jersey, 
began performing magic at the age of 
thirty-five, which is considered late 
among magicians. This just goes to 
prove that you can start magic at any 
age. For most of us magicians, we 
begin performing magic with the use 
of books and magic sets as a start. 
Once you have reached this point, 
you can begin to perform for friends 
and family. From there you can go to 
magic shops where you can buy 
props, books, and DVDs. Once you 
have acquired a repertoire of tricks 
that you are comfortable performing, 
then you can begin to book yourself 
shows, where you can get experience 
performing your magic. Once you 

tend each group’s monthly meetings, 
and if you subscribe to their monthly 
magazines, you will be able to keep up 
with current events in the magic world. 
Magic conventions and magic lectures 
are also recommended at this point as 
well as looking at and buying the deal-
ers’ wares. If you want to take your 
magic to the next level, you can compete 
in magic competitions, and attend magic 
camps, where you can get good critiqu-
ing towards your act, which can help 
you become a better performer. At a 
magic camp, you can also meet other 
people your age, and you can see the 
different skill levels at which the other 
magicians perform. Magic camps are 
always a good way of making friends 
with people who share a common hobby 
with you. The magic world consists of 
many nice, caring, and sharing people 
that will help guide you along the way 
as they have done for me. Magic is a 
very useful hobby with many benefits 
and no boundaries, so good luck on your 
journey to becoming a magician. 

May your illusions become reality! 

Get A-head with Sean 

Sean performing at the Cape Cod 

Festival of Magic. 

Top Holiday Movies 
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Right: Rob as the Energizer 

Bunny. 
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Did you forget who won the Hal-

loween Costume contest? In 7th 

grade, the runners up were 

Julia, Julia, Kaitlin, and Isabelle 

as season fairies, and Tabby and 

Sophie as cheetahs. In 8th grade 

the people who won honorable 

mention were Morgan, Kayla, 

Paulina, and Caitlin as lamps. 

Zach won 2nd place dressed as a 

penguin. The 1st place winner 

was Rob as the Energizer Bunny.  

Halloween Contest  
By: Reagan 

Hello readers! From now on, there 
will be a math article in each edition 
of the school newspaper. This article 
will be on a single math topic and 
will include several tips and tricks. 
These articles will be in a question 
and answer format. Enjoy! 

 

The Pythagorean Theorem 

-What is the Pythagorean Theorem? 

It is a formula which we can use to 
determine a missing side of a right 
triangle. 

-What is the formula? 

 a^2 + b^2 = c^2 

-What do a, b, and c represent? 

The variables a and b represent the 

two smaller sides of the triangle, 
which make up the right angle. The 
variable c represents the hypotenuse, 

or the largest side of the triangle. 

 

-How can we find the length of the 
hypotenuse if we know the lengths of 
a and b? 

To find c, we square a and b and then 

add their products to find c^2. We 

aren’t done yet though. To find c, we 

need to find the square roots of c^2. 

For example, let’s say that a = 3 and 

b = 4. Using the Pythagorean Theo-

rem, we can solve for c. 3^2 + 4^2 = 

9 + 16 = 25. Lastly, to find c, we 

solve for √25, which is 5. 

-Does the Pythagorean Theorem 
only let us solve for the hypotenuse? 

Most certainly not! If you know any 
two sides of a triangle, then you can 
solve for the third. Using our previ-
ous example, if we know that a = 3 

and c = 5, then we know that 9 + b^2 

= 25. If we subtract 9 from both 
sides, then we get b^2 = 16. Finally, 

we find the square roots of both sides 
and we are left with b = 4. 

-This looks like it could take a while 
with larger numbers. Are there any 
shortcuts? 

Certain triangles do have shortcuts 

that we can use. For example, if a 

right triangle’s two other angles are 

30° and 60°, then the ratio of all of 

the sides is 1: √3: 2. Using this ratio, 

if we know the length of the smallest 

side, a, is 3, then we know that b = 

3√3 and c = 6. The other shortcut is 

that the ratio of the sides of a right 

isosceles triangle, whose other angles 

are 45°, is 1: 1: √2. So if a = 2, then b 

is also equal to 2, and c is 2√2. 

Math Madness 
By: Alex 
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Girls Varsity Volleyball Battles for the State Sectional Title                         
By: Morgan 

On November 9, 2011 

Midland Park was in round 

three of the state tournaments 

on our home court. To start off 

the game, the first couple of 

serves were rocketed over the 

net by Melissa giving our team 

an early lead. Almost every back 

and forth between these two 

teams ended with Midland Park 

successfully slamming an un-

returnable spike. Halfway 

thought the first match Midland 

Park was in the lead with a score 

of 15 to 6. Then, after many 

amazing saves and plays, the 

match was over and we had won 

25 to 9. The second match 

started off the same way as the 

first, with Melissa as server. 

Halfway though with a score of 

16 to 4 (Midland Park) everyone 

in the gymnasium realized the 

other team’s strong points which 

were tips (fake spike) and block-

ing spikes coming across the net. 

Midland Park realized this and 

fought back even harder. Melissa 

served it at 24 to 9, the ball went 

flying back and forth, when Dan-

ielle hit the ball with one of her 

killer spikes and Waldwick could 

not get it back over the net. The 

2-set victory meant Midland 

Park would face Bogota in the 

state sectional finals. Sadly, we 

lost the close match against Bo-

gota (25-20, 25-17), making our 

record 23-6. Best of luck to the 

seniors: Danielle, Gillian, 

Megan, Emily, Kaitlyn, and 

Brittnee.  We will miss you on 

the court! 

Midland Park Tree Lighting 
By: Alana 

Did you go to the tree lighting in Midland 

Park on December 2, 2011? If not, then this 

is your ticket to what went on there. The 

fifth and sixth grade band from Highland 

School played holiday songs which included 

the Star Spangled Banner and Hanukkah 

Dance. After the band played, Santa rode in 

on a fire truck.  When Santa got to the 

celebration the younger kids got really ex-

cited. Once Santa arrived, the tree was lit 

by the Monahan family with many people 

watching.  With Santa seated, the sixth 

grade girl scouts helped Santa by giving 

the kids that sat on his lap bags of goodies. 

The final entertainment was the Gormley 

sisters singing a song with their dad 

playing the guitar. And all through-

out the celebration there was a heated 

tent with snacks, hotdogs and bur-

gers that you could have. The tent 

also hosted  a ginger bread house 

competition. There were also free 

sugar cookies and hot chocolate. The 

tree lighting celebration was very 

well equipped with entertainment.  

Holiday Survey Results 

Left: The Midland Park Christmas 

Tree is lit every night. 

Photo Credit: Kara 

38 Votes 62 Votes 
26 Votes 13 Votes 10 Votes 



The historic Macy’s Thanksgiving 

Day Parade just celebrated its 85th 

anniversary. The parade started with 

a group of employees who wanted to 

celebrate the big day. Now the parade 

has grown into a national tradition. 

This year, 2.5 million people crowded 

along the parade route (starting on 

77th and Central Park West and end-

ing on 34th and 7th) to watch.  This 

year 9 marching bands performed 

from different states. There were also 

41 giant and novelty balloons, and 

some new balloons such as Sonic the 

Hedgehog, Julius from the Paul 

Frank collection, and B. by Tim Bur-

ton. Twenty-five floats appeared in 

the line-up including Tom the Tur-

key, the Smurf  Mushroom, and the 

classic Santa’s Sleigh, which closed 

the parade.  This Thanksgiving, 

Scotty McCreery, Cee-Lo-Green, 

Neil Diamond, and many other stood 

on top of the floats. To sum it up, the 

parade was a great way to celebrate 

the day and really get in the holiday 

spirit! 

The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
By: Caitlin and Shannon 

time putting on this play. Getting 

involved is a great way to spend time 

with friends and have fun. If you like 

acting or even helping backstage like 

Dan, Crissy, and Nicolette, then the 

drama is right for you! So think about 

getting involved in next year’s school 

drama. Getting involved is a great 

thing to do. Congrats to the cast and 

crew who participated in the play. 

Lights, Camera, ACTION! The Mid-

land Park High School’s drama club 

presented Just Another High School 

Play. It went amazingly well, and 

almost 30 students participated. Dan, 

an eighth grader, was in charge of the 

lights. Crissy was in charge of sound. 

Also, Nicolette helped with props and 

the script. The performance was awe-

some, and Mr. Anderson is very 

proud. Everyone had a truly great 

Just Another High School Play 
By: Danielle 

We were confident in each other’s 
skills and we were ready for this 
game. Throughout the game it got 
very intense, but it ended with a vic-
torious score. We left the field feeling 
great about our Super Bowl game. 
We got to the field with butterflies in 
our stomach but feeling confident. 
After the first quarter we found out 
how good they really were. By the 
end of the game we had lost with a 
devastating 24-12. The team is ready 
to get them back next year. Our 
coaches were Coach Reilly, Coach  

Calderone, Mr.Bulick, and Mr. Messe-
ner. They’ve been coaching us since 
day 1. We had a great run boys!  

The Midland Park Sr. Division Foot-
ball Team is officially BCSRFL Divi-
sion Champions. This couldn’t have 
happened without our amazing quar-
terback James “The Hot Shot” Ken-
nedy and our running backs Matt 
“The Flash” and Brett “The Tank”. 
They led us through 8 games where 
we faced towns from near and far. A 
few of the towns that we beat out 
were Emerson, Glen Ridge, and 
Waldwick. We went into the playoffs 
against Northern Valley with an un-
defeated record.  

Midland Park Jr. Division Football 

By: Dan 
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The first 10 students to complete this correctly 

can get a sweet reward from Mr. Anderson’s room! 


